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1. Purpose of the Coordination Plan 1 

To provide for more efficient environmental reviews for project decision-making, Section 1304 of the Fixing 2 

America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) enacted on December 4, 2015 (reauthorized by the 3 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act [IIJA] enacted on November 11, 2021); with reference to Section 6002 4 

of Public Law 109-59, Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users, 5 

(SAFETEA-LU), enacted on August 10, 2005, implemented the development of a Coordination Plan for all 6 

projects for which an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is prepared under the National Environmental 7 

Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. 8 

On December 16, 2014, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) assumed responsibility from the 9 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for reviewing and approving certain assigned NEPA environmental 10 

documents including the Denton County Outer Loop Draft and Final EIS. The environmental review, 11 

consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or 12 

have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 13 

dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 14 

In accordance with 23 US Code § 139(g), TxDOT (as lead agency) has prepared this Coordination Plan for the 15 

proposed Denton County Outer Loop project to reflect the completed coordination and planning by Denton 16 

County and to outline TxDOT’s and Denton County’s current and future responsibilities for providing 17 

opportunities for input from the public and other agencies, in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and 18 

policies. 19 

Full public and agency participation in and comment on the environmental review process for the proposed 20 

project is invaluable in achieving meaningful input. In this spirit, this Coordination Plan is intended to promote 21 

early and continuous involvement from agencies, interested parties, and the public. The Coordination Plan 22 

describes the proposed project, the roles of the agencies and the public, the project purpose and need, 23 

schedule, and the proposed process for coordination and communication. 24 

This Coordination Plan is a flexible and fluid document and will be available for public review at public 25 

meetings, including scoping meetings, and hearings held throughout the NEPA evaluation process, and upon 26 

request at the TxDOT Dallas District office. The Coordination Plan is developed early in the environmental and 27 

planning process and will be adjusted and updated as input is received from cooperating and participating 28 

agencies and as the complexity of potential environmental issues is identified. A Revision History is provided in 29 

Appendix A. 30 

2. Project Description  31 

2.1 Project Location and Proposed Improvements 32 

The proposed project would provide for development of a new multi-lane east-west freeway facility primarily on 33 

new location across northern Denton County as shown in Figure 1. The new freeway would connect Interstate 34 

35 (I-35) in western Denton County to the Dallas North Tollway (DNT) in western Collin County. The freeway 35 

alignment would accommodate a 6-lane freeway with frontage roads on each side as illustrated in Figures 2 36 
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and 3, to address the stated transportation needs within the Study Area. A total right-of-way (ROW) width of 1 

approximately 500 feet is needed to support the proposed freeway configuration. 2 

Figure 1: Denton County Outer Loop Study Area 3 

 4 

Figure 2: Initial Denton County Outer Loop Alignments- Top (2A) - Conceptual Alignments Compiled From 5 

Previous Studies in May 2023; and Bottom (2B) - Alignments Recommended for Further Study in May 2023 6 

Figure 2A – Conceptual Alignments, May 2023  

Figure 2B – Alignments Recommended for Further Study – May 2023 
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Figure 3: Alignments Recommended in the Feasibility Study for Further Assessment During the NEPA Process 1 

(April 2024) 2 

 3 
 4 

Figure 4: Proposed Denton County Outer Loop Typical Sections 5 

 6 
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2.2 Purpose and Need  1 

▪ Denton County Outer Loop initial purpose statement – The purpose of the proposed action is to 2 

address population and travel demand growth and support safe and resilient east-west mobility and 3 

connectivity across Denton County. 4 

▪ Denton County Outer Loop initial need statement – The need for the proposed action is driven by (a) 5 

rapid population growth and increasing traffic volumes that are contributing to congestion, (b) higher 6 

crash rates compared to the statewide average for roadways across the Study Area, and (c) limited 7 

mobility due to the lack of contiguous east-west arterials. 8 

2.3 Project History 9 

2.3.1 Regional Outer Loop Feasibility Study 2007-2011 10 

The NCTCOG initiated a feasibility 11 

study to evaluate the need for a 12 

transportation facility to address 13 

regional mobility and increased freight 14 

flows, and enhance economic vitality 15 

at a regional level, The Regional Outer 16 

Loop Feasibility Study identified a 1/2 17 

to 1-mile wide Locally Preferred 18 

Corridor for further study by 19 

sponsoring counties, defined sections 20 

of independent utility, and defined the 21 

anticipated timing and construction 22 

phasing of the improvements 23 

including early corridor preservation 24 

and the construction of outer/frontage 25 

roads first followed by construction of 26 

the mainlanes when the capacity is 27 

needed. When completed, the 28 

Regional Outer Loop would connect 29 

Denton, Collin, Rockwall, Kaufman, 30 

and Elis counties. Collin, Rockwall, 31 

and Kaufman Counties are in various 32 

stages of planning and design for their 33 

sections of the Regional Outer Loop. 34 

Collin County has acquired ROW for approximately half of the alignment through the county and has 35 

constructed frontage roads within the westernmost segment.   36 

 37 

Figure 5: Regional Outer Loop 
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2.3.2 Denton County Outer Loop Added to Regional Transportation Plans  1 

2013 and 2017 - Added to the Denton County 2013 Thoroughfare Plan; additional analysis conducted in 2017 2 

to support the need for a higher capacity east-west connector 3 

2016 and 2021 - NCTCOG recommended the DCOL as a future 6-lane freeway in Mobility 2040 and again in 4 

the Mobility 2045 Update 5 

2022-2024 – Denton County Outer Loop Feasibility Study conducted by Denton County to further study 6 

previous alignments and recommend alignments connecting the DNT to I-35 to be carried forward into the 7 

NEPA decision-making process in cooperation with TxDOT. 8 

2.3.3 Denton County Greenbelt Corridor Feasibility Study 2019 9 

After completion of the Regional Outer Loop Feasibility Study in 2011, NCTCOG evaluated the viability of a 10 

corridor across the Denton County Greenbelt, from the Collin County line at the Dallas North Tollway to I-35 11 

(Figure 6). After its adoption in 2018 by the Regional Transportation Council (RTC), Mobility 2045 included the 12 

Denton Greenbelt Corridor as part of a long-term multimodal vision for the region to serve east-west 13 

automobile and truck traffic and accommodate growth in northern Denton County. The Denton Greenbelt 14 

Corridor was envisioned to be constructed over several phases, adding lanes as travel demand warranted. 15 

Figure 6: Denton County Greenbelt Corridor 16 

 17 
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2.3.4 US 380 Denton County Feasibility Study 2021 1 

Working with Denton County and regional leaders, TxDOT started the US 380 Denton County Feasibility Study in 2 

March 2018 to recommend a  corridor and appropriate roadway type to accommodate the projected travel 3 

demand and provide a safe and accessible facility to support east-west mobility across Denton County in the 4 

year 2045 and beyond. As the population of Denton County grows, the options to build a new roadway or 5 

expand the existing US 380 become more limited and potential impacts to residential and commercial 6 

developments increase. The intent of the feasibility study was to identify a roadway alignment or alignments to 7 

serve as a blueprint to begin land banking or preserving land as early as possible. TxDOT developed and 8 

evaluated roadway options including using the existing US 380 alignment and new location alignments 9 

considering engineering factors and environmental constraints. In November 2021, TxDOT announced the 10 

recommended freeway alignment was the Blue Alignment that would improve existing US 380 from the 11 

Denton/Collin County line to State Loop (SL) 288, then improve SL 288 around the northeast side of Denton 12 

and connect to I-35. A secondary alignment, the Teal Alignment, was also recommended to be carried forward 13 

for more study. The Teal Alignment would be farther north extending from the Collin County Outer Loop at the 14 

Denton/Collin County line to I-35 through Aubrey and north of Denton. As illustrated in Figure 6, the Teal 15 

Alignment resembles that of early Denton County Outer Loop alignments. 16 

Figure 7: US 380 Denton County Feasibility Study – Recommended Alignments 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 



Coordination Plan  

 

CSJ 0918-46-341 – Denton County Outer Loop – I-35 to the DNT Page 7 

2.3.5 Denton County Outer Loop Feasibility Study 2022-2024 1 

Initiated in 2022, the Denton County Outer Loop Feasibility Study culminated in two recommended alignments 2 

for the development of a freeway to address rapid growth and development across the County. Working with 3 

regional and community leaders and the public, Denton County determined the recommended alignments 4 

were needed to support east-west mobility, accommodate projected travel demand, and provide a safe and 5 

accessible facility to support growth across Denton County through 2050 and beyond. As the County’s 6 

population continues to grow, land available to build new roadways and areas to expand the existing county 7 

and Farm to Market (FM) Road network are both becoming more limited due to the rapid construction of 8 

residential and commercial developments and the increased pressure placed on public and private utilities to 9 

provide adequate infrastructure to support current and future needs. This Feasibility Study identified critical 10 

rights of way to be acquired and preserved as funding is allocated to construct a new east-west freeway 11 

between the DNT on the east and IH 35 on the west. The alignments carried forward from the Feasibility Study 12 

are illustrated in Figure 3. 13 

3. Agency Roles and Responsibilities 14 

Early identification of the roles and responsibilities of the various agencies involved in the NEPA process will 15 

facilitate the timely review and resolution of issues. The environmental coordination process will involve the 16 

following entities: 17 

▪ Lead Agency – TxDOT will serve as the lead agency responsible for facilitating the expeditious 18 

resolution of the environmental review process and ensuring that the EIS is completed under the 19 

requirements of NEPA and the FAST Act. TxDOT will ensure compliance with all design and mitigation 20 

commitments in the Record of Decision (ROD), and that the document is appropriately supplemented 21 

if project changes become necessary. Under NEPA Assignment, TxDOT will approve the project on 22 

behalf of the US Department of Transportation (DOT), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 23 

▪ Project Sponsor – Denton County led the Feasibility Study and as local funding is available, may 24 

preserve ROW in some areas. 25 

▪ Cooperating Agencies – Agencies with jurisdiction by law or special expertise were invited to serve as 26 

cooperating agencies in the preparation and review of the EIS. These agencies will have a higher 27 

degree of authority, responsibility, and involvement in the environmental review process than 28 

participating agencies. Cooperating agencies must be informed of schedule changes as they arise 29 

during the decision-making process. Appendix B includes the list of agencies invited to become 30 

cooperating agencies, the invitation letter, and responses received from those agencies wishing to 31 

participate in the project. 32 

▪ Participating Agencies – Agencies involved with coordination and review of the project include the 33 

Federal and non-Federal agencies listed in Figure 8. The agencies will participate in meetings with the 34 

project team during the study and will be invited to attend public meetings. If a participating agency is 35 

not able to attend scheduled meetings, the project team will offer the agency an alternative 36 
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opportunity to provide input. Appendix B includes the list of agencies invited to participate, the 1 

invitation letter, and the agency responses received. 2 

Figure 8 summarizes the roles and responsibilities of cooperating and participating identified to date. 3 

Figure 8:  Cooperating and Participating Agencies 4 

Agency 
Invited Role Response 

to 

Invitation 

Responsibility 
Cooperating Participating 

FEDERAL  

U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, Fort Worth 
District (USACE) 

X X  ▪ Land owner and conservation easement 
administrator 

▪ Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) 
permit jurisdiction 

▪ Section 10 of the General Bridge Act of 1946 
permit jurisdiction  

▪ Section 408 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 
permit jurisdiction 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) 

X X  ▪ Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) permit jurisdiction 

▪ Compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA) 

▪ Compliance with the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act (BGEPA) 

▪ Compliance with Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act 

Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 

X X  ▪ Compliance with Section 309 of the Clean Air 
Act (CAA) 

▪ Compliance with applicable hazardous 
materials regulations 

U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) 

 X  ▪ Compliance with Uniform Relocation 

Assistance and Real Property Acquisition 
Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act) 

Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) 

 X  ▪ Determinations regarding obstructions to 

navigable airspace (14 CFR Part 77 and 49 
USC 40103(b) and 40113)  

Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) 

 X  ▪ Identification and resolution of any issues or 

concerns regarding railroads and railroad 
safety in the study area 

Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) 

 X  ▪ Guidance related to public transit systems 

U.S. Coast Guard 

(USCG) 
 X  ▪ Section 9 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and 

the General Bridge Act related to the 

construction of structures over navigable 
waters of the U.S. 

 5 
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Agency 
Invited Role Response 

to 

Invitation 

Responsibility 
Cooperating Participating 

FEDRAL continued 

U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, 

Federal Emergency 

Management Agency 
(FEMA) 

 X  ▪ Floodplain management, National Flood 
Insurance Program  

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Natural 

Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) 

 X  ▪ Compliance with Farmland Protection Policy 
Act (FPPA) 

STATE AGENCIES 

Public Utility Commission of 

Texas (PUC) 
 X  ▪ Identification and resolution of any issues 

or concerns regarding existing and 

planned public electric, 
telecommunication, and water and sewer 
utilities in the study area 

Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) 

 X  ▪ Compliance with Section 401 of the CWA 

▪ Compliance with state surface water 
quality standards 

▪ Evaluate Texas Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (TPDES) permits 

Texas Department of 
Housing and Community 
Affairs 

 X  ▪ Review project impacts and provide 
information related to affordable housing 
for impacted homeowners  

Texas Historical 

Commission (THC) 
X X  ▪ Section 106 compliance and eligibility, 

compliance with the Texas Antiquities 
Code 

▪ Compliance with Section 4(f) of the 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966. 

▪ Compliance with the TxDOT THC/SHPO 
Programmatic Agreement (PA) 

Texas Parks & Wildlife 
(TPWD) 

X X  ▪ Land owner; state land manager 

▪ Review project effects under 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
between TxDOT and TPWD 

Texas State Soil & Water 

Conservation Board 
 X  ▪ Identification and resolution of any issues 

or concerns regarding the project’s 

potential environmental effects on soil and 
water conservation 

Texas Railroad Commission  X  ▪ Identification and resolution of any issues 
or concerns regarding oil & gas 

operations, leasing, pipelines, and mining 
interests in the study area 

Texas General Land Office 
(GLO) 

 X  ▪ Identification and resolution of any issues 

or concerns regarding lands regulated by 
the GLO 



Coordination Plan  

 

CSJ 0918-46-341 – Denton County Outer Loop – I-35 to the DNT Page 10 

Agency 
Invited Role Response 

to 

Invitation 

Responsibility 
Cooperating Participating 

STATE AGENCIES continued 

Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Budget 

 X  ▪ Identification and resolution of any State 

planned projects associated with the 
proposed study area 

REGIONAL/LOCAL AGENCIES AND JURISDICTIONS 

North Central Texas 

Council of Governments 
(NCTCOG) 

 X  ▪ Travel demand modeling, demographics, 
regional planning insight 

Dallas Area Rapid Transit  X  ▪ Planned development of passenger rail 
facilities within the study area. 

North Texas Municipal 
Water District (NTMWD) 

 X  
▪ Major utility improvements 

Denton County  X  
▪ General planning and development/travel 

demand input, stakeholder and public 

engagement 

Collin County  X  
▪ General planning and development/travel 

demand input, stakeholder and public 

engagement 

City of Denton  X  
▪ General planning and development/travel 

demand input, stakeholder and public 

engagement 

City of Aubrey  X  
▪ General planning and development/travel 

demand input, stakeholder and public 

engagement 

City of Krugerville  X  
▪ General planning and development/travel 

demand input, stakeholder and public 

engagement 

City of Sanger  X  
▪ General planning and development/travel 

demand input, stakeholder and public 

engagement 

City of Celina  X  
▪ General planning and development/travel 

demand input, stakeholder and public 

engagement 

City of Pilot Point  X  
▪ General planning and development/travel 

demand input, stakeholder and public 

engagement 

 1 
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Agency 
Invited Role Response 

to 

Invitation 

Responsibility 
Cooperating Participating 

TRIBAL NATIONS 

Caddo Nation  X  ▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 
Area 

Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma 

 X  ▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 
Area 

Delaware Nation  X  
▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 

Area 

Jena Band of Choctaw 
Indians 

 X  
▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 

Area 

Iowa Tribe  X  
▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 

Area 

Mescalero Apache Tribe    
▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 

Area 

Muscogee Nation  X  
▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 

Area 

Shawnee Tribe  X  
▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 

Area 

Tonkawa Tribe of 
Oklahoma 

 X  
▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 

Area 

Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes 

 X  
▪ Interest or cultural affinity within the Study 

Area 

4. Project Coordination 1 

4.1 Agency Coordination 2 

TxDOT will facilitate agency coordination through the scheduling of multiple agency introductory meetings and 3 

an agency scoping meeting to ensure meaningful participation during the project development process. Figure 4 

9 identifies key agency coordination points throughout the project development and NEPA process. This list 5 

does not preclude scheduling of additional coordination opportunities with these agencies during the EIS 6 

process. 7 

  8 
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Figure 9:  Agency Coordination 1 

Agency Coordination Activity Timeframe 

Agency Meetings – meetings with key agencies to introduce the 

project, project team, and tentative project schedule. 

2023-2024 

Agency Scoping Meeting – Including participating and cooperating 

agencies to gather input on draft Coordination Plan, Purpose and 
Need, review of range of alternatives, and identify potential resource 

issues or constraints. 

August 2024 

Publication of Notice of Intent (NOI)* September-October 2024 

Notify Agencies of Public Meeting  September 2024 

Notice of Availability and Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

(DEIS) Circulation 

Winter 2025 

Public Hearing February-March 2026 

Notice of Availability of Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)/ 

Record of Decision (ROD) 
Summer 2026 

FEIS/ROD September-October 2026 

*A copy of the published NOI will be included as Appendix C 

 2 

4.2 Public Involvement and Stakeholder Outreach  3 

Given the local and regional importance of the proposed Denton County Outer Loop and in continuation of the 4 

outreach conducted by Denton County during the Feasibility Study, TxDOT will facilitate a comprehensive public 5 

involvement program designed to proactively engage the participation of the public and interested parties. The 6 

public involvement strategies for this project will vary and include stakeholder meetings, public scoping 7 

meetings, agency scoping meetings, public meetings, meetings with affected property owners, and a formal 8 

public hearing required during the NEPA process.  9 

The comprehensive Public Involvement Plan (PIP) for the Denton County Outer Loop is included in Appendix D. 10 

The PIP will be periodically updated to reflect ongoing public involvement and input. Additionally, issues 11 

specific to this project may require adjustments to the PIP to address communication obstacles encountered 12 

during public outreach efforts. Please refer to the PIP for the specific tools and events to be used to engage the 13 

public and other interested parties. 14 

  15 
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4.3 Project Milestones 1 

Major milestones and general timeframes are identified in Figure 10. The schedule is reflective of these 2 

milestones and dates are subject to change. 3 

Figure 10:  Major Project Milestones 4 

Milestone Timeframe 

Initiation of Decision-Making Process November 2022 

Draft Purpose and Need August 2024 

Develop Initial Range of Alternatives  April-May 2024 

Agency Scoping Meeting September 2024 

Publish NOI in Federal Register  August-September 2024 

Public Scoping Meeting October-November 2024 

Evaluate and Refine Alternatives Summer 2024-Summer 2025 

Traffic Corridor Analysis Fall/Winter 2024 

Public Meeting  Summer 2025 

Preparation of Technical Reports Summer 2024-Summer 2025 

Development of the DEIS for the reasonable alternatives and selection of a 

Preferred Alternative 

Summer 2024—Summer 2025 

DEIS Available for Public Review and Comment Winter 2025 

Public Hearing and Presentation of the Preferred Alternative February-March 2026 

Development of the FEIS for the Preferred Alternative Spring/Summer 2026 

ROD Issued September-October 2026 

 5 

4.4 Project Development Process 6 

▪ Pre-NOI Activities – TxDOT continues to refine the alignments carried forward from the Feasibility 7 

Study through coordination with Denton County, municipalities in the project area, interested parties, 8 

and the public. TxDOT also met with key agencies to review the project history and intent of the 9 

decision-making process and obtain input on the overall scope of the environmental documentation 10 

effort needed to support future project implementation. Pre-NOI Activities included development of 11 

this Coordination Plan and the PIP for the project and the initial timeline, identification of potential 12 

cooperating and participating agencies, establishment of the initial purpose and need, and 13 

identification of the range of alternatives and methodologies and level of detail to be used to analyze 14 

alternatives. 15 
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▪ Purpose and Need Development –TxDOT and the project team developed the initial purpose and need 1 

statement to support the proposed project. Input from agencies, interested parties, and the public was 2 

solicited during the Feasibility Study and will be obtained during agency and public scoping meetings. 3 

▪ Initial Alternatives Development – Based on the recommendations from the Feasibility Study, TxDOT 4 

and the project team will establish the range of alternatives and will present them to agencies, 5 

interested parties, and the public to seek input on them during the agency and public scoping 6 

meetings. Travel demand modeling will be initiated during this step. 7 

▪ Agency Scoping Meeting – The project team will solicit input from potential cooperating and 8 

participating agencies (Federal, state, regional, and local) during an Agency Scoping Meeting to be 9 

conducted on September 4,2024, prior to publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI). The purpose of the 10 

meeting (to be conducted virtually) will be to discuss and receive input on the initial purpose and 11 

need, range of alternatives, methods to be used and the level of detail required in the analysis of the 12 

alternatives, schedule, and the Coordination Plan/PIP. The agencies will be provided the opportunity to 13 

review the documents prior to the meeting and provide input and comments during and following the 14 

meeting. 15 

▪ Publish NOI– A NOI to prepare an EIS is anticipated to be published in the Federal Register 16 

September-October 2024. 17 

▪ Public Scoping Meetings – The purpose of the public scoping meetings is to provide the public with 18 

project background, needs to be addressed by the proposed action, range of alternatives under 19 

consideration (including the recommended alignments from the Feasibility Study), and ask for 20 

comments including the identification of environmental constraints and/or issues to be addressed 21 

during the environmental review. A variety of data will be presented to the public, including a project 22 

fact sheet, the draft purpose and need, the draft Coordination Plan, and an overview of the 23 

environmental process and anticipated schedule. Comment forms/online surveys will allow the public 24 

to provide their comments during the comment period via mail, email, or online project website/portal. 25 

The public scoping meetings will be conducted after publication of the NOI. 26 

▪ Alternatives Analysis –Evaluation criteria will be established based upon the purpose and need for the 27 

Denton County Outer Loop, current NEPA guidance (TxDOT and CEQ), and public and agency input. The 28 

effects of the alternatives will be evaluated and compared at an equal level of detail, leading to 29 

identification of reasonable alternatives and a preferred alternative to be carried forward for detailed 30 

evaluation in the DEIS. A public meeting will be held to present the analysis of alternatives and obtain 31 

input from stakeholders and the public on which alternative should be carried forward as the preferred 32 

alternative to be presented in the DEIS.  33 

▪ Preparation of a DEIS – Development and release of a report disclosing the need for the project, 34 

describing the alternatives analysis process, assessing the likely impacts of the reasonable 35 

alternatives including the recommended preferred alternative, and identifying the steps taken to avoid 36 

impacts or minimize harm to the environment included in the project. A Notice of Availability of the 37 
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document and the Public Hearing will be posted in the Federal Register and on the TxDOT and project 1 

website. The DEIS will identify a Preferred Alternative1. 2 

▪ Public and Agency Review of the DEIS – The review time afforded agencies and the public will be no 3 

less than 45 days and no more than 60 days. The DEIS will be available for review online, at the TxDOT 4 

Dallas District office, and at other locations as identified in the Notice of Availability. 5 

▪ Public Hearing on the DEIS – A public hearing will be held to present the results of the preliminary 6 

engineering and environmental analysis studies at least 30 days after the DEIS is made available for 7 

public and agency review. The Preferred Alternative will be presented at the public hearing. Verbal and 8 

written public comments will be solicited. The comment period will end no sooner than 45 days after 9 

the public review begins. 10 

▪ Identification of the Preferred Alternative and Level of Design Detail – The Preferred Alternative 11 

presented at the Public Hearing will be developed to a higher level of detail to facilitate the 12 

identification of mitigation measures or to facilitate concurrent compliance with other applicable 13 

environmental laws. 14 

▪ Preparation of a Combined FEIS/ROD – TxDOT plans to prepare a combined FEIS/ROD for the project 15 

as required by Section 1319(b) of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21). 16 

The FEIS will disclose the effects of the Preferred Alternative and will indicate how input/comments 17 

received on the DEIS and the Preferred Alternative have been considered and addressed. The ROD will 18 

document TxDOT’s decision and will commit to mitigation of anticipated impacts. If in developing the 19 

FEIS substantial changes are made to the proposed action in consideration of input/comments 20 

received on the DEIS and the Preferred Alternative that are relevant to environmental or safety 21 

concerns, or if significant new circumstances arise or information relevant to environmental concerns 22 

that may affect the proposed action or its possible impacts, TxDOT will consider separating the FEIS 23 

and ROD and providing additional time for public comment. 24 

▪ Completion of Permits, Licenses, or Approvals – Applications for permits, licenses, and/or approvals 25 

required to authorize the proposed project will be prepared and coordinated as impacts from the 26 

preferred project alternative are identified and quantified. Issuance of any required 27 

permits/licenses/approvals will be necessary prior to the initiation of construction activities and during 28 

final design. 29 

 

1  A Preferred Alternative is the alternative connecting the identified logical termini that TxDOT believes would best fulfill 

the purpose and needs identified and would fulfill its mission and responsibilities, giving consideration to economic, 
environmental, design, and other technical factors. 
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4.5 Project Schedule 1 

As the lead agency, TxDOT has developed a detailed project schedule for completion of the Denton County 2 

Outer Loop EIS Appendix E. The dates shown on the schedule are subject to change. During schedule 3 

development, the following factors were taken into consideration: 4 

▪ The responsibilities of the cooperating and participating agencies under applicable laws. 5 

▪ The resources available to the cooperating agencies. 6 

▪ The overall size and complexity of the project. 7 

▪ The overall schedule for and cost of the project. 8 

▪ The sensitivity of the natural and historic resources that could be affected by the project. 9 

Potential issues that may affect the schedule include the size and complexity of the project, community 10 

concerns, impacts to cultural resources (e.g., archeological sites and historic structures), impacts to natural 11 

resources (e.g., wetlands and threatened and endangered species habitat), and unavoidable impacts to state 12 

and federally managed lands. The schedule may be extended pending unforeseen circumstances but may only 13 

be shortened with the concurrence of affected cooperating agencies. The updated schedule reflecting major 14 

project milestones will be available at public and agency coordination meetings and on the project and TxDOT 15 

websites. 16 
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Appendix A – Revision History 

The following table shows the revision history for this document. 

Effective Date, Month, Year Reason for and Description of Change 
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Appendix D – Public Involvement Plan
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