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A thoroughfare plan is a long-range planning 
document used by local governments to set a 
vision for the development and improvement of a 
city’s or region’s transportation network.

The document is intended to:

The Collin County Thoroughfare Plan was previously 
updated in 2014 and 2020. Collin County updates 
the County’s Thoroughfare Plan every 5 - 10 years in 
coordination with municipalities, adjacent counties, 
and TxDOT to ensure a well-organized transportation 
system. 

A Public Hearing will be held at an upcoming Collin 
County Commissioner’s Court meeting. Please provide 
your email on the sign-in sheet if you would like to 
receive notifications regarding that hearing. 

PRINCIPAL ARTERIALS – Principal arterials are high-
capacity roads that provide key linkages between cities, 
identifiable neighborhood areas, and major activity 
centers; carry intra-regional traffic; and connect traffic 
from minor arterials to freeways or expressways.

MAJOR ARTERIALS – Major arterials are roads that carry 
local traffic to principal arterials and may be four to six 
lanes depending on traffic demand. The Thoroughfare 
Plan aims to locate major arterials on approximately 
1-mile grid spacing. Major arterials provide intra-
community continuity and generally offer a lower level 
of capacity.

The county’s Thoroughfare Plan is not a list of 
construction projects. Many of the identified 
arterials will likely not be needed or constructed 
within the next 10-20 years. Final route alignment 
and design for each of the identified roadways will 
be determined during the final engineering and 
construction process for those individual projects. 

What is a Thoroughfare Plan?1

Thoroughfare Definitions:3

Background2

Protect needed right-of-way from future 
development.

Help local governments prioritize 
infrastructure investments and manage traffic 
patterns effectively over time.

General Questions and Comments
Email: mpshepherd@burnsmcd.com

Provide guidance for future planning and 
ensure that the roads, highways and streets 
in Collin County are appropriately planned to 
accommodate growth, improve safety, and 
support economic development.

Identify the location and type of roadway for 
all major city, county and state thoroughfares 
– both existing and proposed – that are part of 
the future road network.
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